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Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in the Animal Care Expert do not 

necessarily represent those of Animal Care Australia (ACA) Inc . No 

responsibility is accepted for the opinions, advice and statements 

contained herein. Readers should rely on their own enquiries/

research in making decisions relating to their own interests. 

Copyright:  All articles in this newsletter are written by committee 

representative and members of ACA or reproduced from other 

sources with permission and appropriate acknowledgments. No 

material herein may be reproduced without the permission of the 

ACA Committee. 

Sponsors & Advertisements:  All logos, banners & advertising 

displayed within this newsletter are the property of their respective 

owners, and the listing of organisations/companies, does not 

constitute endorsement or recommendation by Animal Care 

Australia. In addition it is not intended to imply, directly or 

indirectly, that those parties or individuals endorse or have any 

affiliation or influence with Animal Care Australia.  

Hyperlink/URL’s: Readers that follow links to the web sites of third-

parties do so at their own risk. 
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“Animal Care Australia acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we reside, and pay our 

respects to their Elders past and present.” 

  Watch out for our next issue 
in December 2023. 

 

Click to read our  previous issues 

https://fliphtml5.com/bookcase/hhivb
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Headline Article:   
Inquiry into impact of road safety behaviours on vulnerable road users in Victoria.   
By Karri Nadazdy — ACA Horse & Livestock Representative 
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Veticare or Vet-E-Care? 

A year ago, Andy Meddick MP of the Animal 

Justice Party passed a motion through the Upper 

House in Victoria introducing “Veticare”.  Mr 

Meddick has since retired from politics, but with 

Georgie Purcell MP newly elected for the AJP, 

she will continue the progress on this Motion.  

In relation to Companion Animals, the motion is 

to establish a stronger framework for the 

Wellbeing of companion animals, open publicly 

funded vet clinics and create incentives for the 

veterinary industry to address workforce 

shortages. 

Sounds great! But could it work in NSW? Well, 

we really have no way to know.  

The motion didn’t provide a budget, nor even a 

suggestion for where the funding for the clinics 

or the vet industry would come from. There is no 

actual plan, such as which government 

department will be responsible for the free 

clinics, where they will be located, who will be 

working in them, and whether the vets and 

support staff will receive fair compensation or 

be a volunteer, or student/trainee workforce? 

NSW is very different to Victoria, particularly 

in its geography and size. An enormous 

government funding boost, the likes of which 

we have never seen before, would be 

necessary to achieve similar goals. Making it 

very unlikely to happen. 

 But something needs to be done – something 

that is actually attainable, and can ease some 

of the pressure on our veterinary industry.  

That is where Vet-E-Care comes in. For one, 

we can spell vetErinary!  But the E also stands 

for Electronic. 

A telehealth model, rather than a Medicare 

model, could be achievable in NSW. 

Video calls (or straight phone calls) to a 

centralised, statewide Vet-E-Care would be 

beneficial for all animal owners, not just 

suburban ones. It could link veterinary 

services, streamlining existing services, rather 

than create a new one.  

Semi-retired or part-time veterinarians and vet 

nurses could be employed through a work from 

home model to retain talent, experience and 

specialised skills within the vet industry.  

A vet-on-call would help sift through the people 

who really do need urgent vet care, help those 

undecided if it can wait until morning (with 

some first aid advice from an expert) and sort 

out those worrying about nothing. 

Proper First Aid advice from a veterinarian could 

prevent many cross species first aid errors. As 

well as proper advice and instruction for urgent 

euthanasia to end an animals suffering, when 

there are no other viable options. The 

reassurance a vet can provide to help guide an 

owner to make that hard decision is invaluable. 

Animal owners wouldn’t have to do the after-

hours panicked ring around, trying to find a 

veterinarian that is currently available, but also 

one that is actually nearby – a centralised 

service would have that information on hand, 

and redirect calls to an available or nearest vet 

that can help. They could also have contacts for 

specialised advice, or vets that specialise in 
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certain species, such as wildlife. 

No purpose built clinics would need to be built – 

NSW is a large place – and this is unlikely to help 

regional and rural animal owners.  

A telehealth service that links existing services 

across different animal keeping sectors would be 

more cost effective than building a whole new 

system. 

Tele-scripts by veterinarians that could be 

collected at local chemists or hospitals could be 

made more accessible (with very obvious drug 

access exceptions). Common veterinary 

medicines that can be administered by owners 

can be stocked by chemists, particularly those 

open 24 hours. 

It is inevitable that most animal owners will need 

to either access emergency vet care, or at least 

follow up with their usual veterinarian following 

contact with Vet-E-Care. Having spoken to a Vet-

E-Care vet, that call log can be transferred to the 

appropriate vet, with any relevant medical 

notes, concerns, or follow ups. No need to rely 

on the animal owner’s memory or understanding 

(or lack there-of!) of the situation, saving on 

the next vet’s valuable consultation time.  

Vet-E-Care can also follow up to ensure that 

the necessary care was received.  

While a free emergency service would be 

wonderful, it could be free for those on 

government assistance, or low incomes and a 

low rate for everyone else. 

Perhaps most importantly, Vet-E-Care would 

not be in competition with veterinary clinics, 

causing further closures, and discouraging 

new clinics from opening and creating more 

black spots without vet care. 

Establishing Vet-E-Care would need some 

careful and thoughtful consideration. 

Particularly to ensure that Vet-E-Care always 

prioritises animal welfare over everything else 

– cost, convenience and even customer 

service should always come second to the 

primary goal of promoting positive animal 

welfare outcomes.  

Animal Care Australia would like to see Vet-E-

Care government funded and operated, 

perhaps overseen by the Chief Veterinary 

Officer within the Department of Primary 

Industries, with sound legislation to ensure 

transparency and accountability. This would 

effectively be the veterinary equivalent of the 

Australian Government Electronic Health 

Records. Animal Care Australia would like to see 

the call centre vet nurses and on call 

veterinarians paid retainers and fees that are at 

least at award rates. Underpaying vets the way 

Medicare underpays doctors would not be 

acceptable. There are already several private 

practice veterinarians with working models of 

telehealth operating today, and it would 

provide an easier path for the government to 

get something started.   

Animal Care Australia doesn’t think this - or any 

other - model of Vet-E-Care will solve all the 

issues in the vet industry, we suggest this as a 

practical and inexpensive way to ease some of 

the burden – supporting both vets and animal 

owners to do better for their animals. 

Private vet practices across Australia have 

earned themselves a great reputation. Through 
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commercial keeping of livestock species, 

however sheep, pigs and horses are kept as 

pets by many people. 

The development of National Standards and 

Guidelines for Animal Welfare will be of great 

interest for our organisation as we have seen 

the incursion of animal rights ideologies at 

state & territory level, and we would be 

looking to provide a more balanced input at 

the national level.  

Animal Care Australia is also consulting as 

part of the development of the National 

Horse Traceability Register.  

Animal Care Australia is seeking assurances of 

our inclusion as a stakeholder who are to be 

consulted during the reviews of all upcoming 

Model Codes of Practices — Standards and 

Guidelines. 

You can read our full request here: 

* How the requirements of bird keeping will 

be scrutinised for purpose of compliance 

* Questioned restrictions on keeping of 

goats. 

* Questioned wording restricting the keeping 

of cross bred dogs — this should read 

‘restricted or banned’ dogs and their crosses. 

There were more concerns, so ACA requested 

to meet with Council to discuss the changes 

and more appropriate measures than 

restrictions.  

You can read ACA's full response here:  

ACA requests inclusion on Federal 

Animal Welfare Standards Review 

Animal Care Australia acknowledges the 

primary focus of the development and 

revision of Standards & Guidelines is for the 

ACA Responds to Snowy Valleys 

Council Draft Companion and Non-

Companion Animals               

                        Policy. 

 May 2023: ACA responds to the Draft 

Companion and Non-Companion Animals 

Policy  

ACA highlighted our ongoing concerns with 

Councils placing number restrictions on the 

keeping of pets. 

It is clear the proposed changes are based 

on ideological views rather than animal 

welfare or neighbourhood amenity. 

Specific points of concern: 

* Automatic exemptions should apply to 

those who already have more than the 

proposed number of cats & dogs registered 

with council. 

 

Submissions & Correspondence Reports 

 

https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/NSW_Snowy-Valleys-Council.pdf
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ACA Responds to Hilltops Council 

Animal Management Policy 

June 2023: Some highlights of ACA’s feedback:  

* The maximum time frame of 4 weeks for 

fostering is unreasonable.  

* “The keeping of ferrets is not 

recommended”: It is legal to keep ferrets in 

NSW therefore this statement MUST BE 

removed from your Policy. 

* “The keeping of snakes may cause concern to 

neighbours”: This statement is completely 

inappropriate, therefore the statement MUST 

BE removed from your Policy.  

* ACA strongly recommends Council invest in 

and implement extensive education of its 

residents prior to permitting its enforcement of 

the policy. 

* Restrictions on the number of animals on a 

property is not supported by ACA without full 

consideration of the animal welfare impacts  

* Numbers determined for horses and cattle 

are out of line with modern land management 

standards. 

There was a lot more to comment on so ACA 

requested to meet with Council to discuss the 

changes and more appropriate measures than 

restrictions.  

You can read our full response here: 

 

ACA responds to proposal to delete 

unassessed parrots from the Live 

Import List  

June 2023: The Federal Government’s 

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water is proposing to delete 

unassessed parrots (psittacines) from the Live 

Import List. Animal Care Australia opposes the 

proposal. 

 

Animal Care Australia supports the submission 

from the Canary & Caged Bird Federation of 

Australia who have highlighted major flaws in 

the proposal including the questionable data 

and researchers use to provide justification. 

 

Animal Care Australia is disappointed that the 

DCCEEW has disregarded and ignored such a 

vital stakeholder as the CCBFA the proposal 

will directly impact aviculture and aviculturists. 

 

All of the birds proposed to be banned, 

including 15 native species, are already in the 

Country and their risk of creating escaped feral 

populations is miniscule. 

 

The removal will only incentivise the illegal 

import of the species and/or their eggs, 

creating a greater biosecurity risk. 

 

ACA supports education over restriction. 

 

You can read our full response here: 

 

ACA Responds to Rockhampton 

Regional Council 

https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/NSW_Hilltop-Council-%E2%80%93-Draft-Domestic-Animal-Management-Policy_merged.pdf?
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/AUS_Australian-Welfare-Task-Group-Secretariat.pdf?
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July 2023: ACA responds to the Council’s 

Animal Management Strategy Review 

ACA highlighted our ongoing concerns with 

Councils placing number restrictions on the 

keeping of pets. 

ACA commended Council on recognising the 

importance of having pets in peoples lives. 

ACA commended Council on it’s intention to 

educate residents on ‘responsible pet 

ownership’ 

Specific points of concern: 

* Restrictions on dog & cat numbers are not 

supported 

* Dollar value of Permit & Registration fees is 

not supported 

* Bird keeping should be permitted under the 

guidance of the QLD Dept. of Agriculture and 

Science (DAS) Code of Practice—Aviculture 

and not the proposed restrictions. 

ACA requested to meet with Council to 

discuss the changes and more appropriate 

measures than restrictions.  

You can read our full response here: 

 

ACA responds to Inquiry into 

Veterinary Workforce Shortages in 

NSW 

July 2023 — The Inquiry will investigate 

workforce shortages across all aspects of 

veterinary practice.  

Several aspects of the Terms of Reference 

fall outside of ACA’s purview, however, 

some Committee members have personal 

experience having worked within the 

veterinary industry — our submission 

responses are based around that lived 

experience.  

Some recommendations include: 

* Community expectations need to be reset. 

Customer facing roles are undesirable due to 

the behaviour of customers. Our vet industry 

deserve respect. 

* Implement Education based incentives to 

enter the industry.  

* Consider taking the nursing education 

structure back to a traineeship. Nurses learn 

on the job.  

* Initiatives to improve and manage mental 

health issues. Free access to and use of all 

mental health services. 

* Financial Incentives and better regulation of 

the Industry. Update the Animal Care and 

Veterinary Services Award to increase the 

base wage rate. 

* Introduce financial benefits to working in 

rural, regional and remote areas.  

To read our full submission go to our website:  

ACA responds to Yarra City Council‘s 

Council Order Review  

https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/QLD_Rockhampton-Council_Review-of-the-Animal-Management-Strategy-2020-2023.pdf?
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AUS_Proposal-to-delete-unassessed-psittacines-from-the-Live-Import-List1.pdf?


 
 

Page 10  

Animal welfare is animal care. 

The Animal Care Expert. Volume 5. Issue 2 June 2023.             

August 2023: The Yarra City Council is 

reviewing their Council Order, which outlines 

the requirements for people owning 

domestic cats and dogs within Yarra.  

ACA supports the reviewed Council Order – 

with added caveats:  

* ACA supports cat curfews/containment that 

require cats to remain on their owner’s 

property (and not just indoors) 

* Nighttime curfews have a limited impact on 

the issues relating to roaming cats.  

* ACA supports containment laws that have 

exceptions for cats that are ‘walked’ on 

harness and lead in the same manner as 

applies to dog owners.  

* ACA has noted that when introducing a 

curfew or containment laws many Councils 

have failed to provide appropriate notice and 

education on proper containment methods, 

as well as insufficient ‘phase-in time frames’  

* ACA strongly recommends that some form 

of assistance is provided by Council for cat 

owners to construct appropriate containment 

enclosures, as necessary for the 

containment laws to be effective . 

You can read our full response here:  

 

ACA responds to the International 

Homeless Animals Day 

19th August 2023:  ACA held an online 

event. 

You can view that event here:  

 

ACA responds to Victoria’s 

Biosecurity Strategy Consultation 

Draft – 2023 

 August 2023: Animal Care Australia has 

responded to the consultation. 

Animal Care Australia commends Agriculture 

Victoria for reviewing agricultural 

biosecurity via Victoria’s Biosecurity 

Strategy. 

The majority of the consultation topics sat 

outside of ACA’s purview. In light of this ACA 

provided the following: recommendation: 

Agriculture Victoria urgently invests 

resources into biosecurity education 

campaigns directly to horse owners and the 

broader equestrian community. ACA 

recommends utilising the existing Unit of 

Competency ACMINF502 Manage equine 

biosecurity and infection control in full, or at 

least adapting this Unit of Competency to 

deliver the following: 

Both in-person and online access and offer a 

certificate of completion or similar to 

incentivise attendance by industry 

professionals and club volunteers. Simply 

publishing a website FAQ would be 

inadequate considering recent events.  

The education should be delivered in tandem 

with reputable equestrian organisations or 

equine veterinary clinics for in-person 

workshops, that are free for all horse owners 

to attend, not just club members.  

Cont’d next page... 

https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/NSW_Inquiry-into-vets-in-NSW_merged.pdf?
https://www.facebook.com/events/283339877648959/
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Additionally, free online resources in the way 

of online workshops, or self-paced online 

courses, based on the Unit of Competency 

above, for those who cannot attend an in-

person course should be made available to all 

horse owners. 

You can read our submission here:  

 

ACA responds to Improving NSW 

rental laws consultation 

 August 2023: Animal Care Australia 

responded to the consultation. 

Part of ACA’s feedback includes: : 

* Animal Care Australia opposes the use of a 

pet form as part of a tenancy application. a 

landlord SHOULD NOT be able to refuse a pet 

without going to the Tribunal.    

* Animal Care Australia cannot imagine 

situations where no animals at all could be 

kept on a specific property. It is more likely 

that specific persons will be prevented from 

keeping animals based on breaches of other 

legislation. 

* Animal Care Australia opposes special 

conditions requiring specific cleaning simply 

because pets are kept. 

* Any amendments to the Residential 

Tenancies Act 2010 should reflect the 

default position in favour of pet keeping that 

is now within the Strata Schemes 

Management Act 2015  

You can read our full response here:  

ACA responds to Inquiry into pounds 

in New South Wales  

August 2023: Animal Care Australia 

submitted to the Inquiry. 

For the purpose of this submission, Animal 

Care Australia recognises that pounds, 

shelters, rescues, and rehoming 

organisations are all different but 

inextricably linked. 

Therefore, Animal Care Australia provides the 

following: 

• recommends all future government 

funding is based solely on where it is 

actually needed and not any one particular 

political agenda. 

• does NOT recommend redirecting funding 

towards currently unregulated and 

unmonitored privately-run rehoming 

organisations. 

• STRONGLY recommends an urgent Inquiry 

into the regulation and monitoring of 

animal rehoming and rescue organisations 

in NSW is referred to the Legislative 

Council’s Animal Welfare Committee.  

• recommends councils should be placing a 

greater emphasis on utilising recognised 

professional trainers/animal behaviourists. 

• does not support “getting to zero” for 

euthanasia rates, as it is an indicator of 

poor welfare outcomes.  

To read all of our recommendations and full 

submission   
Cont’d next page... 

https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/VIC_Biosecurity-Strategy-Consultation-Draft_2023.pdf
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/NSW_Improving-NSW-rental-laws.pdf
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Cont’d next page... 

https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/QLD_Strong-dog-laws_submission.pdf
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3rd May:  Emma Hurst MLC — NSW Animal Justice Party  

3rd May:  Mark Banasiak MLC — NSW Shooters, Fishers & Farmers 

16th June:  Tara Moriarty MLC — NSW Agriculture Minister 

27th June:  Emma Keely MP — VIC Shadow Agriculture Minister 

10th July:  David Hodgettt MP — VIC Shadow Planning Minister 

11th July:  Brendan Byron Policy Advisor for Ron Hoenig — NSW Minister 

for Office of Local Government 

21st July:  Kellie Sloane MP — NSW Shadow Minister for Environment 

28th July:  Gareth Ward MP—  NSW Independent 

3rd August:  Tania Mihailuk MLC — NSW One Nation  

17th August:  Clem Harris, Director Policy & Industry Insights, NSW 

Department of Primary Industries 

23rd August:  Aileen MacDonal MLC —  NSW Liberal Party, member of the 

Animal Welfare Committee (for Parliamentary Inquiries) 

4th September:  Office of Roy Butler MP — NSW Independent 

 

Meetings with Governments  
and Politicians 

https://www.volunteer.com.au/volunteering-organisations/27901/Animal-Care-Australia-Inc
https://www.volunteer.com.au/volunteering-organisations/27901/Animal-Care-Australia-Inc
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recognition. Strangely despite the 

veterinary industry also being listed as 

essential workers – that hasn’t carried 

through after the pandemic. Yet they are 

essential. They help us protect the well-

being of our pets and animals. 

We need to educate society on how to 

respect those who help protect us and our 

loved ones and that includes the vets. 

We need to help the industry accelerate 

the education of new workers. We need to 

improve access to veterinary services. 

We need to improve the services that the 

vets rely on – housing, improved wages, 

and safer, free access to mental health 

assistance when they need it. 

 

As any other essential worker will tell you – 

the experiences they have in one day are 
Cont’d next page... 

encourage high standards in all 

interactions with the animals in our care. 

Our members rely on the veterinary 

industry for everything from checkups on 

litters of puppies and kittens, to assisting 

with impactions in reptiles, or colic in 

horses and the most painful of all helping 

us to say goodbye to a pet who has over 

the years become a part of the family. 

Their commitment, dedication and 

empathy is what most of us respect. 

In return they endure long hours, poor 

wages, an ever increasing level of abuse 

from a changing society and this clearly 

takes a toll. 

Yet this is not unheard of, we know 

emergency workers and health system 

workers all experience the same. 

During the Covid pandemic those workers 

rightfully received a lot of praise and 

The Portfolio Committee 4’s Inquiry into the 

Veterinary Workforce Shortage in NSW was 

held on the 29th and 30th August 2023. 

Animal Care Australia was invited to testify 

about the issues faced by pet owners due to 

the shortage.. 

Animal Care Australia President, Michael 

Donnelly and Horse & Livestock 

Representative, Karri Nadazdy, appeared on 

Tuesday 29th August 2023. 

Opening statement: 

Good afternoon, 

I am Michael Donnelly – President of Animal 

Care Australia and I am joined today by Karri 

Nadazdy – the Animal Care Australia Horse & 

Livestock Representative. 

Animal Care Australia represents keepers 

and breeders of pets and companion animals 

nationally and our goal is to promote and 

 

ACA appears at Inquiry into Veterinary Workforce Shortage in NSW. 
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period of time that the recipient works in 

veterinary medicine, particularly in rural areas 

where education costs are waived or 

discounted in return for a number of years 

working in the industry after graduation.  

 Some shorter, free courses, ideally in animal 

emergency care (animal first aid) and animal 

training. To educate and provide an insight for 

people considering, but not yet sure about a 

career in veterinary medicine.  

 Consider taking the nursing education 

structure back to a traineeship. Nurses learn 

on the job -  reducing over enrolments and run 

similarly to other trades where traineeships 

include a requirement of TAFE/Uni attendance 

at least one day per week.    

 Initiatives to improve and manage mental 

health issues. Veterinary Medicine courses 

must include core subjects on mental health 

management and resources made available for 

those working in the field to access mental 

health support easily and free, or very cheaply.  

 Access to and use of all mental health services 

should be free for all members of the industry. 

Prevention is better than cure!  

more than most of us face in our lifetime. 

We are here today to support the veterinary 

industry and to share how vital they are to us - 

pet owners - and to offer some solutions for this 

Committee and the government to consider. 

We would like to thank the Chair and the 

Committee for inviting us to appear today and 

welcome your questions.  

   

Animal Care Australia’s proposed solutions to the 

Inquiry are: 

 Community expectations need to be reset. 

Customer facing roles are undesirable due to 

the behaviour of customers. This is a 

widespread issue and needs to be urgently 

addressed.  

 A concerted educational effort outlining the 

role of vets, nurses, other staff and the issues 

they face daily. Making the general public 

aware that vets and their staff are also only 

human. They deserve respect. 

 Implement Education based incentives to 

enter the industry. Subsidies or scholarships to 

study veterinary medicine should include a 

 A Veterinary Telehealth Service. For animal 

owners to find and access urgent care for 

emergencies and euthanasia advice as well 

as for remote locations. A single number to 

call that could link an owner to an available 

veterinarian would be enormously 

beneficial.  

 Financial Incentives and better regulation of 

the Industry. Update the Animal Care and 

Veterinary Services Award [MA000118] to 

increase the base rate of pay for all sectors 

of the industry. Amend conditions within 

the Facilitative Provisions of the Award to 

prevent empowered abuse by employers 

and improve the minimum working 

conditions.  

 Recommend the amalgamation of the two 

existing union representative bodies 

(Professionals Australia and the United 

Workers Union) to create a standalone 

veterinary industry union that is dedicated 

to representing and improving conditions 

for the veterinary industry.  

 Appoint a governing body responsible for 

representing the people of industry – one 
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that is actually supported by all the industry.  

 Introduce financial benefits to working in rural, regional and remote areas. Provide the same housing benefits, financial bonuses, etc as the government 

already provides to other essential workers. 

 Veticare Program? While it is well intended, Animal Care Australia cannot currently support or oppose such a proposal.  

Our submission can be found here:   

https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/NSW_Inquiry-into-vets-in-NSW_merged.pdf
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/NSW_Inquiry-into-vets-in-NSW_merged.pdf
https://bit.ly/animalcareaust
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The Legislative Assembly Economy and Infrastructure Committee Inquiry 

into vulnerable road users in Victoria invited Animal Care Australia to 

testify about the issues faced by horse and carriage drivers on their roads. 

Animal Care Australia Horse & Livestock Representative, Karri Nadazdy, 

appeared on Thursday 24th August 2023. 

Opening statement: 

Good morning, my name is Karri Nadazdy and I am the Horse & Livestock 

Representative for Animal Care Australia. 

ACA is a national incorporated association established to advocate for real 

animal welfare by those who keep, breed and care for animals. Our goal is 

to promote and encourage high standards in all interactions with the 

animals in our care. 

I am here today, on behalf of all Victorian Equestrians, whether they are 

ACA members or not. 

ACA was concerned to learn that the laws for vehicles passing ridden and 

driven horses on our roads are so lax, they are effectively non-existent. The 

current rules put the responsibility of staying safe on the equestrian, and Cont’d next page... 

ACA appears at Inquiry into vulnerable road users in Victoria 

not the motorist. 

In 2019, Melbourne City Council reacted to an issue with how motorists 

were behaving around horse drawn carriages. Instead of resolving the 

issues, they decided it was just easier to ban the horses. This is NOT the 

answer. The horses were not hitting the cars, the cars were hitting the 

horses. The elderly, the disabled and children are also hit by cars but I 

doubt anyone on this Committee would agree that all vulnerable road 

users should be banned from using the roads. It sounds ludicrous to say 

that, but that’s exactly what the Council did to the carriage horses. 

The problem was not solved and 3 years later, we are still discussing the 

same issues. 

Despite horses sharing the roads since the very early days of settlement 

there has been no substantial changes to protect them. Currently there is a 

recommendation to slow down when there is a horse on the road ahead 

but there is no enforceable law. We cannot re-educate drivers on laws that 

don’t exist. 

I hope that today, we can make some progress to include and protect 

horses and their humans under Victoria’s legislative umbrella, and ensure 
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that bans and restrictions of horses and their humans isn’t repeated. 

ACA thanks you for the opportunity to speak today and for recognising that equestrians deserve to be safe on our roads too.  

I welcome your questions. 

 Animal Care Australia, appeared before the Committee to discuss the experience of equestrians when on roads in Victoria.  

Animal Care Australia appeared alongside Bitless Inc. Both organisations had previously worked together on a survey that was promoted to all 

Victorian equestrians to gather real time feedback in readiness for their submissions and testimony.  Cont’d next page... 
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ACA is currently seeking funding support 

“Animal Care Australia has grown. We have formed new subcommittees of volunteers to help keep pace with the ever-increasing workload. Our mem-

bership and supporter base continues to increase, and yet this still does not feel strong enough to take on the ever-increasing rhetoric of animal rights 

extremists. Being a small team of unpaid volunteers is a huge challenge, and without substantial funding will remain so. Animal Care Australia would 

benefit from a kind, animal loving benefactor, with some funding support.”  

Animal Care Australia and Bitless Inc provided testimony that motorists are 

failing to safely pass by horses on the roads, usually driving too fast, not 

leaving enough space, or deliberately provoking the horses to react.  

Potential solutions to improve equestrian safety were discussed, from 

signage that tells drivers to slow down to 40km/hr when passing equestrians, 

to whether helmets and hi viz should be a requirement to ride or drive horses 

on roads.  

The Committee is expected to complete their report and publish their 

recommendations by 31 March 2024.  

You can read our submission here:  

 

 

https://www.animalcarehttps/www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/VIC_Road-Safety-Submission.pdf
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ACA’s AGM will be held on Monday 13th November 2023 via Zoom 

commencing at 7.30pm. 

Any member wishing to join this meeting will need to RSVP by no 

later than 5pm Monday 13th November via email: 

aca@animalcareaustralia.org.au with: 

* The name of the member organisation and the representative of 

your organisation who will participate on behalf of the organisation 

* Individuals may also attend – but do not have any voting rights – 

please RSVP your name. 

A link for the meeting will be emailed to you shortly before the 

starting time. 

All end of term Committee members (Species representatives) have 

indicated their intent to re-stand for their positions. 

Office-bearers positions are elected by the newly elected Committee. 

Committee positions to be re-elected (current representative in 

brackets) 

  Birds (Sam Davis) 

  Exhibited Animals (Tracey Dierikx) 

  Small Mammals (Rachel Sydenham) 

Vacant Committee positions available 

  Fish & Aquatic Species Representative 

  Insects & Arachnid Species Representative 
 

Nominations for positions will open on 16th October 2022. You can 

download a form here: Nomination Form 

Completed Forms must be delivered to the Secretary by no later than 

midnight 5th November 2023. Email: secretary@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

If insufficient nominations are received to fill all vacancies the candidates 

nominated are taken to be elected. 

AGM Agenda will be provided closer to the time of the AGM on our 

Facebook Events Page or by request or upon RSVP. 

Michelle Grayson 

Secretary 

If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Grayson Secretary – 

Animal Care Australia —  secretary@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

mailto:aca@animalcareaustralia.org.au
https://www.animalcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/ACA_Member-Nomination-Form_2023.pdf
mailto:secretary@animalcareaustralia.org.au
mailto:secretary@animalcareaustralia.org.au
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Bird Report 
By Sam Davis — Bird Representative 
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In a world that is ever changing, with new restrictions and new laws, 

where is the education to ensure everyone can be compliant? Where is 

the education on basic responsible pet ownership?  

The average person going out to buy their next animal, isn’t always 

buying from a reputable breeder who will be there for the life of that 

animal to offer support and advice, so where are they getting this advice 

to ensure people, have the right information to meet the needs of their 

animals? Dr Google perhaps?   

Why are there no education programs for the public on owning animals? 

How does the general person know who to turn to when they need help 

e.g., training? Probably a Facebook community page.  

Instead of the government continuously going after the registered and 

responsible breeders and dictating numbers that apparently equate to 

the welfare of animals, they need to put that time and effort into 

educating people on the rights and wrongs of pet ownership. This may go 

a long way to seeing a reduction in the number of animals in shelters and 

pounds and those that think breeding equals money.  

When purchasing an animal from a shelter or pound where is the after 

care and education? The average shelter may enquire about the home 

environment and food etc. but what about when you walk out of those 

gates? Is there a number you can call when you need help?  

We saw this during the covid lockdowns when shelters were adopting out 

animals in record numbers, there was no support, no ongoing training for 

those animals that probably required it, so the majority ended up back 

in the shelters But, if there was that ongoing educational opportunity 

then there may have been a chance that those numbers would have 

greatly reduced.   

I know this is an issue with lots of species not just dogs, if you go to a 

pet shop as an example to buy a fish or a rabbit you would hope those 

people whose job it is to sell that animal would know all of the 

requirements and provide the right advice? But there is no 

requirement of minimum education for these people and no rule that 

says they have to be trained. Again we see it time in and time out with 

people on forums provided with the wrong information that puts the 

welfare of the animals at risk. This could be easily solved with 

mandated education requirements, and yet again the government isn’t 

interested in this. They stay focused on the push to end the sales on 

animals. 

Gone are the days where you could say you knew someone who had a 

“Whoops” litter with their dogs and they were going to sell the 

puppies for $100 to cover vet work or the pups were going to family 

members. Today a lot see breeding as a business. They see buying two 

dogs and breeding them as a money making scheme. But what 

happens when it all goes wrong and their bitch needs an emergency C 

-section in the middle of the night, or the puppies don’t want to latch 

and you are bottle feeding, and then come 8 weeks you can’t sell your 

puppies that you have priced at $6000 because they are a “unique 

color”? Where is the education to show the average person that 
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breeding isn’t about money and that it’s about preservation. Yes there 

will always be that “whoops” litter but 99% currently are not that. Where 

is the education to show them how hard it can be? Yes a lot of the time it 

is smooth sailing but sometimes it isn’t — would this change their minds 

about adding extra dogs to the population? 

We need to ensure that everyone has access to education and courses 

and this is where government funding should be going. Not on expensive 

census’s that end up asking you how many times you groom your fish! It 

needs to go to ensuring people have access to information and resources 

and that they are set up for success. We have discounted desexing why 

don’t we have discount training?  

Governments don’t even try to help industry itself with changes and 

compliance.  

As an industry any changes to codes are not communicated by the 

government, as it is an expectation that we constantly go and look at 

these documents to ensure compliance. That may be good when the 

documents are easy to find, but how hard can it be to send 

communications to industry groups to ensure everyone is aware and can 

adjust as required?  

It seems we need to educate the government on how to educate the 

public! 
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About 3 months ago, a friend who runs a Sydney 

dog rescue group messaged me to say that 

another rescue was looking for a foster carer 

with a certain skillset … they were getting a 

small breed dog from a local pound who was 

quite pregnant, and needed a foster carer with 

whelping experience, as the pregnancy was too 

far along to be terminated. 

Having previously worked with a special needs 

dog rescue where a large portion of our work 

was with pregnant dogs, I have the whelping 

experience, so I volunteered to foster the 

mother-to-be. 

Charlotte (I call her Lottie) arrived as a timid and 

confused little lady. She had found herself 

homeless and pregnant, had spent a few days in 

a pound, then was transferred to the rescue’s 

vet clinic for a checkup and x-ray, and then she 

was given to me. No wonder she wasn’t too sure 

about things! 

The x-ray showed that she was about 5-6 weeks 

into her pregnancy, and the best guess as to 

number of pups was “up to 6”, based on what 

could be seen on the x-ray.  

Now it was my job to make sure she had the 

very best food and care to ensure those babies 

had the best start, and would be born healthy. 

As Lottie is a tiny 5.5kg Maltese/Jack Russell 

crossbreed, and we had no idea of what breed/

mix the father was, we needed to be mindful of 

any signs during her birthing process that she 

may need a caesarean. 

During the next 3.5 weeks Lottie blossomed – 

both in her figure, and in her personality. She is 

the most delightful and even tempered girl, and 

loves lots of cuddles and tummy rubs. She is 

fully toilet trained, rarely barks (and her bark is 

not loud), allows me to brush her and trim her 

nails, and is easy to give tablets to (she had to be 

wormed). All in all, the perfect little houseguest. 

At around midnight on the 28th June, it was 

time to meet her babies, and Lottie gave birth 

(with only a little help from me) to 4 healthy 

pups – 2 girls and 2 boys – over about 4 hours. 

She took to motherhood with an instinct only 

mothers have, keeping them clean and warm 

and fed like a complete little pro. A few days 

later when the little family had their post-whelp 

checkup, the vet was very happy with how well 

Lottie and the babies were coming along and 

they all passed with flying colours. 

Naming the pups was done with the help of 

some of my friends, and we ended up with 

Frankie and Douglas for the 2 boys, and Brie and 

Scout for the 2 girls. Watching them grow and 

develop their own individual personalities is the 

best part of raising pups bar none … and each 

pup certainly has their own distinct personality! 

Scout is aptly named, as she will be the first one 

to explore new things. Douglas likes to sit and 

watch before joining in, and loves cuddles. Brie 

is somewhere between Douglas and Scout, was 

the first to recognise her name when called, and 

comes running to you with a look of pure joy on 

her face. Frankie is a “typical boy”, loves a bit of 

rough and tumble, digging holes in the lawn, and 

generally being a goofball. All of them will come 

when their names are called… if they aren’t 

doing something more interesting… *grin* 

The pups are now nearly 9 weeks old, and will 

be ready to go to their forever homes from 10 

weeks of age. They will have had their first 2 

puppy vaccinations, and will be microchipped 
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REPTILE & AMPHIBIANS: 
Joanne Payne 

reptiles@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

 

Michael Donnelly 
President 

SMALL MAMMALS: 
Rachel Sydenham 

smmammals@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

Sam Davis 
Vice-President 

Michelle Grayson 
Secretary 

Sue Kowalczyk 
Public Officer/Treasurer 

Executive  

HORSES & LIVESTOCK: 
Karri Nadazdy 

horses@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

NATIVE MAMMALS: 
Michael Donnelly 

nativemammals@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

BIRDS: 
Sam Davis 

birds@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

CATS: 
Michelle Grayson 

cats@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

DOGS: 
Kylie Gilbert 

dogs@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

FISH & AQUATIC: 

Vacant position 
 

 

Species 

Representatives 

EXHIBITED: 
Tracey Dierikx 

exhibited@animalcareaustralia.org.au 
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7.30 to 8.30pm 

MARCH 13th 

MAY 8th 

JULY 10th 

SEPTEMBER 11th 

NOVEMBER  13th — AGM 

Meetings in 2023 will continue via Zoom to ensure members nation-
wide can attend.. 
Any member wishing to join a meeting will need to RSVP by no later than 
5pm on that Monday via email: aca@animalcareaustralia.org.au with 

your details. A link for the meeting will be emailed to you. 

 

“Animal Care Australia (ACA) is the Peak Animal Welfare Body 
representing the keepers and breeders of pet and companion animals 
in Australia”. 

ACA encourages continued development of animal welfare standards 
and Codes of Practice for animal husbandry, breeding, training, sale and 
sporting exhibitions for a wide range of animal species. Our goal is to 
promote and encourage high standards in all interactions with the 
animals in our care. To encourage responsible pet ownership, and the 
respectful treatment of all animals in our community ACA continues to 
promote welfare education over regulation 

 

      OBJECTIVES 

• To represent Animal Care Groups as the peak 
animal welfare body 

• To engage and advise Government and legislators on welfare issues 
relating to pets and companion animals. 

• To protect the rights of ethical hobbyists & animal keepers to breed 
and keep pets and companion animals. 

• To clarify the difference between animal rights and animal welfare 
• To promote higher animal welfare outcomes 

Animal Care Australia Inc. 

PO Box 314 Macarthur Square Post Office 

NSW 2560 

Website:   

animalcareaustralia.org.au 

Email:  aca@animalcareaustralia.org.au 

ABN 36 438 686 995 

Tax File No 508 268 553  

CFN: 25599 

ACA GENERAL MEETINGS 2023 MISSION STATEMENT 

animalcareaustralia.org.au
mailto:aca@animalcareaustralia.org.au
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